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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-493
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Clark
Date of Introduction: July 23, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, PHS, LUZ
Date of Analysis: July 25, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; City Charter amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code, Chapter 320 – Construction Regulations and Building Codes - General Provisions, and Chapter 614 – Public Order and Safety to make numerous changes in the regulation of off-site commercial signs.  The bill also amends City Charter Article 23 – Offsite Commercial Billboard Ban – to remove the total ban on erection of new billboards and the requirement that all existing billboards eventually be removed and to replace them with provision for the erection of new billboards as replacements for existing billboards via a sign removal credits program.
Background Information: The bill amends the Zoning Code to delete language referring to a complete off-site billboard ban, to add language recognizing the existence of a dozen settlement agreements between the City and sign companies resulting from lawsuits over the legality of the billboard ban referendum and the City’s subsequent adoption and implementation of off-site sign regulations, and to add new provisions creating a definition of and procedure for “replacement off-site commercial signs”.  The bill provides that off-site signs existing as of the effective date of this ordinance shall be deemed legal non-conforming uses and shall be entitled to be maintained and repaired at their current size, height and type of construction.
The bill adds a new Zoning Code Section 656.1322, Replacement Off-Site Commercial Signs, which establishes a system of removal credits and replacement calculations that would permit the erection of new signs as replacements for other signs that are voluntarily removed (credit is not given for removal of signs currently required to be removed under an existing judicially-approved settlement).  Replacement credits are granted at a rate of 1 credit per 1 square foot of signage being removed, and new signs are required to have offsetting credits equal to twice the display area square footage proposed to be erected (2 square feet of signage removed for each 1 square foot of signage being erected).  New signs would be permitted in commercial, industrial, public building and facility, and PUD zoning classifications, and would be prohibited in the San Marco, Riverside/Avondale and Springfield zoning overlays or in the Springfield or Riverside/Avondale Historic Districts or any other locally or nationally designated historic district.

The bill amends City Charter Article 23 – Off-Site Commercial Billboard Ban – to change the prohibition against construction or erection of any off-site commercial billboards into a prohibition against proliferation of off-site billboards and creates a mechanism for a sign removal credit system to enable a reduction in the existing amount of billboard inventory by allowing new signs to be erected in exchange for the removal of twice as much existing sign square footage.  The sign credits for removal of existing signs are to be completely transferrable. The bill provides that off-site signs existing as of the effective date of this ordinance shall be deemed legal non-conforming uses and shall be entitled to be maintained and repaired at their current size, height and type of construction.  The amendment deletes the Charter provisions relating to removal of off-site signs by December 1, 1993 and July 30, 1997.
The bill repeals several sections of Ordinance Code Chapter 320- Construction Regulations and Building Codes, General Provisions – to remove provisions regarding sign permits for off-site signs, expiration of sign permits and nonconforming signs.  Its amends Ordinance Code Chapter 614 – Judicial Code – to delete prohibitions against the display or maintenance of signs and to add language providing that the section does not prohibit replacement of off-site commercial signs.
Policy Impact Area: Off-site commercial sign regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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